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Changing
societal
stigmas of
ex-offenders

Open
letter to
Dr. Grego

The Naomi and Titus 2 Covenant Alliance held their 8th annual “Just For You Day” event
Sat., May 7 at the St. Petersburg Marriott-Clearwater
Niki Johnson
BY LAURA MULROONEY
Neighborhood News Bureau

ST. PETERSBURG —
“Stay positive and keep it
moving,” said Niki Johnson,
president and founder of the
grassroots initiative called
Project Felons. The goal of
her organization is to change
the stereotype of how society
views ex-offenders (returned
citizens).
Johnson, a recent St. Petersburg College graduate
and ex-offender, works hard
to bring resources needed to
successfully reintegrate returned citizens to the community.
“There is help if you really want to get back on your
feet,” said Johnson. “It’s a
process, the transition can be
smooth, it won’t be easy, it
won’t be quick, but it can be
smooth.”
Project Felons began in
March of 2013; it is an internet based organization,
which Johnson runs out of
her home. Facebook is her
primary link to the community, which currently has 692
supporters.
Johnson regularly posts a
variety of information including available jobs, local community events, motivational
stories, quotes and resources
available throughout Pinellas
County and surrounding
areas.
See FELONS, page 8

community services and
to socialize while eating
a freshly prepared
lunch.
It all started in 1996
“as an event to bridge
the gap between the
south side community
and the St. Petersburg
Police
Department,”
said Janice Ford, Neighborhood Coordinator for

Dear Pinellas County
Board School members:
After much thought and
careful consideration, I am
issuing this statement on behalf of the St. Petersburg
Branch NAACP.
On April 12, the St. Petersburg Branch NAACP issued a position statement on
the “Five Failing Schools,”
which consisted of approximately six months of interviews and research with
community stakeholders for
the purpose of providing the
district with meaningful and
thoughtful input that we
could hope position the
NAACP as a credible voice
and advocate for black children and move us closer towards
closing
the
achievement gap in Pinellas
County.
While sitting in the
March School Board meeting, Superintendent Dr.
Michael Grego walked over
to me and advised that his
office would be in touch
with me to schedule a meeting that would be conducive
to my schedule to discuss
the NAACP’s findings and
recommendations, given
that I worked out of town.
That did not happen.
Thursday, May 5, the
NAACP was notified via various community stakeholders that the district had in
fact fired or involuntarily
opted out the two principals
at Campbell Park and Melrose Elementary Schools
and all of the staff. While
there appears to be an email
circulating within the community to debunk the number of staff fired or the
number of staff remaining,
the point is that staff moves
are being made and the dis-

See FAMILY, page 6

See LETTER, page 3



BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
On the day before
Mother’s Day, the ladies
of the Naomi and Titus 2
Covenant
Alliance
(NT2CA) have been
holding their “Just For
You Day” event for some
eight years now. The
velvet rope extravaganza, held this year at
the St. Petersburg Marriott-Clearwater,
saw
more than 300 people
come out to celebrate 15
ladies who have selflessly served their families and communities.
Not just anyone can

be crowned a Naomi.
This prestigious title
carries great weight.
These women (50 years
and older) must represent the legacy of the
biblical character Naomi
(Ruth 1:16) and/or the
biblical characteristics
of the women in Titus 2:
3-5.
Many of them are
mentors, teachers, associates, neighbors, coworkers and friends, but
they all have one thing
in common: they must
positively impact their
surroundings by their
presence, knowledge,
humbleness, teachings
and their willingness to

make a difference in others.
Dressed in their Sunday best, the 2016 honorees were treated to
good food, gospel music
by the Brothers of Harmony, an inspirational
keynote address and
their place on the
pedestal.
This year the Mistresses of Ceremonies
included two Ruths, or
ladies under the age of
50 who strive to impact
their surroundings in a
positive way, and Naomi
Cindy Burnham, who
welcomed everyone to
the red carpet event.
“I’m here as not only

an alumni member, but
part of the NT2CA outreach program, so I get
to be involved with these
beauty women every
single month,” said
Burnham, who is the director of the St. Petersburg
Free
Clinic
Baldwin Women’s Residence.
The ladies of the
NT2CA volunteer their
time and resources to
the residence facility on
a weekly basis. They are
mentors, encouragers
and supporters of the
program
that
now
houses 50 homeless
women.
See WOMEN, pages 7

Community celebrates 20th annual
Family Fun Day
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The City of St. Petersburg’s 20th Annual Family Fun Day Festival was
held last Saturday, May 7
at the James B. Sanderlin
Family Center. People of
all ages came out to enjoy
live entertainment, to
find out about a variety of

Maria L. Scruggs
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Changes in leadership and instruction Who needs the KKK when we
in Pinellas County Schools
have thug passion? Part 2
One of the areas of
greatest concern as I meet
and talked with parents and
community advocates on
behalf of children is that information does not reach
them in a timely manner.
Such a delay gives rise to
misinformation and missed
opportunities.
Allow me to share with
you the activities and movement in the five transformation schools and several
other schools that have
been identified as on the
cutting edge of having concerns regarding the learning gains of students.
Per the State of Florida
Department of Education,
any school receiving two
consecutive Ds or an F
must have a Turnaround
plan submitted to the state.
This turnaround plan can
take on one of four options:
• All employees are terminated from their positions and must be
re-interviewed for their post
if they desire to remain at
that school (this option was
exercised in the past at
Gibbs High School prior to
the arrival of Dr. Kevon Gordon when the state threatened to come in and take
over the school due to low
performance)
• The principal and
other leadership staff are
transferred, a new principal
and new leadership are
brought in (with the expectation that the new leadership has the tools to
invigorate the staff and the
students and engage the
parents and community in
an affirming way)
• Turn the schools over
to the state and those
schools then become Charter Schools or Privatized
• Maintain everyone in
their respective places and
submit a plan to the state defending the districts position not to make any
changes.
During the last School
Board Workshop on April
12, the Turnaround proposal was discussed in detail. A representative from
the Department of Education was present as well as
Maria Scruggs, President
and Denise Ford, Education
Committee Chair of the
NAACP, Ashley Green and
Jayson James representing
Dream Defenders, Michael
Gondolfo
representing
PCTA, Nelly Henjes representing PESPA, representatives from PCTA, news
media both print and television, and staff just to name
a few.
A very clear and concise
explanation as to why a
turnaround plan had to be
constructed and presented
to the state for approval. Included in that presentation
was also a presentation regarding the implementation
of the Transformation components by Antonio Burt,
and discussion regarding
the hiring of a Minority Affairs team member.
In light of the proposed
changes and attempting to
assure that the proposal included the changes I have
sought regarding discipline,
I made a very strong reiter-

ation in regards to the
changes in the discipline
policy and the changes surrounding suspensions and
arrests.
For the five Transformation Schools, Melrose, Fairmont Park and Campbell
Park have new principals.
Maximo and Lakewood Elementary retained their
principals as has been reported in the Tampa Bay
Times.
The second component
relates to instructional staff.
Teachers can decide to
“Opt-Out” which means
they desire not to teach at
their current school and request to be transferred to
another school in the district. This option was taken
by a number of teachers
who were at Melrose and
other Southside Schools
when we moved to Neighborhood Schools (coined as
White Flight at the time). As
a part of the Union Contract
this has been agreed upon
and those teachers are assured a job in the district.
The other form of an “OptOut” is for those teachers
whom the principal has requested that they not remain at their school. One on
one interviews are conducted by the principal. If
principals are to be held responsible for student improvement along with the
Superintendent,
School
Board and Leadership, they
must be able to assemble a
team they believe will assist
them in being supportive
and successful in assisting
the student, parents, other
teachers and campus support staff, and community.
This decision is based on
teacher evaluations, teacher
performance, and the individual class performance,
the additional 1.5 hour we
are adding to the school day,
and the one on one conversations. As of today, the
numbers for Opt-Outs are as
follows (keep in mind these
numbers change daily):
• Fairmount Park has
15 opt outs, 2 opt outs by the
principal with 16 vacancies
• Maximo has 10 voluntary opt outs, 4 opt outs by
the principal, with 19 vacancies
• Lakewood has 15 opt
outs, 4 opt outs by the principal with 19 vacancies
• Melrose has 12 opt
outs, 3 opt outs by the principal with 22 vacancies
• High Point has 7 opt
outs, none by the principal,
with 4 vacancies
• Campbell Park has 6
opt outs, 4 opt outs by the
principal, with six vacancies
• Sandy Lane has 18 opt
outs, none by the principal,
with 16 vacancies
• Gulfport Elementary
has 24 Opt Outs, none by the
principal, with 29 vacancies
Those teachers who
were opted out by the principal can apply at any other
school in the district in their
field of discipline. Not to be
debated in this communication, (but certainly applicable
for discussion at a later time)
please note that teachers are
on an annual contract.
I realize this may be a
lot of information to glean at

one time, and for some, this
may be redundant. However, I want to assure as
many stakeholders as I can,
particularly those in District
7, that I too share their concerns and have been working and will continue to
work diligently and closely
with all parties to provide
accurate information and to
bring forth concerns and
ideas to the other board
members and staff.
The first PCS Graduation is May 30 (Hamilton
Disston Students) at the
SPC Allstate Center. It is a
time when students are
nervous and excited all at
the same time. I am following up with staff on graduation numbers, making sure
that those who may have
fallen short were made
aware of such quite some
time ago and not at the last
minute, that a plan has been
devised to assist them in ascertaining their High
School Diploma as quickly
as possible, that all testing
data is complete, and that
students are ready to prepare for the next phase of
their lives.
I shudder to have anyone think or believe that
this is a shell game. Our student’s future, our community’s future is no game at
all. The state sets the rules
through statute and as a
Constitutional Officer, I am
duty bound to follow them.
That does not mean that
creativity and options cannot be inserted to boost
service delivery. I intend on
pushing proven programs
(such as the partnership
with Dr. Pemberton’s reading program from UF’s
Latsinger Institute, Pastor
Clarence Williams with
Cross & Anvil, and Dr.
Kevin Gordon of SPCfunded by the state to the
tune of $400,000 thanks to
Rep. Rouson and Rep. O’Toole) for the district to emulate for the benefit of our
students. There is so much
work to be done. Teachers,
Principals, Support Staff,
community organizations,
pastors, volunteers and
mentors-THANK YOU! I
know this road has been tumultuous to say the least. I
stand committed to serve
and do what I can so that
students are successful. I
am humbled to be able to
continue to serve my community. That is my call; that
is my aim; that is my focus.
Rene Flowers
Pinellas County School
Board Member, District 7
These are the views and
written opinions of School
Board Member Rene Flowers individually and should
not be construed as the position of the Pinellas County
School Board

Dear Editor,
I know some of you
might find my use of the
term “thug passion” to be
disrespectful and unfairly
targeting today’s urban
black culture, especially
when this swag term is
linked with repulsive organizations like the KKK.
How could I possibly
compare the insects in
white hoods that go
around lynching black
people with the insects in
dark hoods that go
around shooting black
people?
Yes, I agree there is a
difference between ropes
and weapons of mass
genocidal destruction.
The KKK and the
thugs some of you rap
about and actually worship have at least one
thing in common: they
have the blood of many
innocent black people on
their hands.
Thug passion is not
just the name of a Tupac
album; it is a mindset
that says it is OK to point
a gun at another black
person if you feel you
have been disrespected.
Thug passion is hustling
anyway you can even if it
is illegal or immoral.
Thug passion is not having respect for your race,
your womanhood or your
true manhood. Thug passion is not being a father
to the kids you carelessly
conceived.
Now maybe I got this
all wrong! Forgive me
please if I have mistaken
your “show” for something it really isn’t. I am
just going by the “I don’t
give a care attitude” I see
when I approach you on
the street.
I see you wear your
pants down and you say
the worst vile things in
the presence of your elders and children. I see
your love of muscle and
your hatred of knowledge that doesn’t promote criminal behavior. I
see your anger instead of
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of population and black
men make up not quite
seven percent.
Black men kill up to
50 percent of all people
killed in the U.S. Most of
these murders are black
on black. You are much
more likely to be killed
by another black person
than a Klansman.
How many more children like little Paris
Whitehead-Hamilton
have to die? Will you just
shake your head when
you read about how yet
another man begged for
his life before being
gunned down in front of
his kids, or will you just
say “we’re living in the
last days; those folks just
need Jesus that’s all.”
The Bible does say
there will be wars and rumors of wars, but I don’t
think Christ was instructing anyone to jump into
the earthquake zone to
fulfill prophesy! People of
good will still have a responsibly to do something to make the world
a better place.
We can at least help
and encourage. Stop
bowing down to the false
god of thug passion. You
cannot hate your brother
and love him too. Toss in
some education and
anger management too.
You say only God can
judge you? Stop judging
others with your anger
and your gun. Walking
away is better than a cell
or a casket. Often fast
money has long lasting
results.
Rivers-Cleveland

 

Irene Johnson-Pridgen
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calmness.
I see the women who
would rather have a fine
thug who loves his
homey, the street and
prison more than he
loves the mother of his
children.
Even your jokes and
greetings harbor terms
of disrespect. No wonder
it is easy to become so
quickly enraged and kill
when there is so much
hatred for those who
share the same color as
you.
How can you love
what you do not respect
and honor?
About the KKK, they
could not stand blackness either and that’s
why they lynched it.
Lynching in the United
States mostly occurred
after the end of slavery.
Klan organizer said their
purpose was to protect
white southerners, especially white women, from
northern sympathizers
and newly freed slaves.
Somehow
protecting
their own turned into intimidating and murdering thousands of poor
black folks.
The Klan is a gang;
the Klan are thugs and
their “raps” are about hatred for black people and
anyone who disagrees
with them.
How manly and tough
were these hooded guys
with fire and horses must
have looked to all those
southern belles? Awe, so
strong, so powerful and
so exciting as they went
to murder and spread
grief.
Does this not sound
like some other hoods
we know today?
The KKK and other
racist gangs have been
reported to have murdered over 3,400 blacks
over a period of 80 years.
In 2012 alone, blacks
killed over 5,000 blacks.
Now white people do kill
white people, but white
men make up 35 percent
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COMMUNITY NEWS
NAACP calls for Grego’s resignation
From LETTER, page 1

trict has yet to produce a
tangible plan to this community stating the specific
actions/goals toward turning these five schools
around.
The NAACP also was
provided with the district’s
application to transform
four of the five schools in
south St. Petersburg into
Magnet programs. The
application makes it clear
the ultimate goal is to create a “targeted marketing
and recruitment effort
from a more diverse pool
of non-zoned students,
should over time help
these schools become
more diverse, which research indicates leads to
improved academic and
life outcomes for all students.”
In spite of the understanding by some board
members, that means to
the NAACP that over time
black children will be simply bussed out and white
students with high academic promise will be
bussed in, thus the district
will see an improved
school grade for our
schools.
Some of the previous

data shared with the
NAACP indicated that
prior to Pinellas County
returning to neighborhood schools, in spite of
the improved school
grades in magnet programs, the data suggested
that
African-American
children within the traditional schools within those
schools performance mirrored what we are seeing
within the neighborhood
schools.
Some of the tenants of
the NAACP’s position
statement focused heavily
on the need for the district’s leadership (School
Board members and Dr.
Grego) to take full responsibility for these school’s
failures in hopes that the
acknowledgement would
force them to push more
aggressively for tangible
and substantive outcomes
that demonstrate that in
fact our children were
learning. In fact what happened, the District approved a $12,000 increase
for its deputy superintendent at a time when they
had plans of impacting the
livelihood of the folks on
the front lines (teachers

and principals).
The NAACP also
called for a plan that could
be readily understood by
community stakeholders.
There is still confusion
within the community
about Dr. Burt’s plan and
the stats of the Scale Up
For Success Plan.
In light of the absence
of these very fundamental
tenants of strategic planning and the existence of
the appearances that it is
“business as usual” in the
journey toward closing
the achievement gap for
African-American
students, the St. Petersburg
Branch NAACP is calling
for Dr. Grego to resign
prior to the end of the
2015-16 school year, and if
he doesn’t voluntarily step
down for the Pinellas
County School Board to
fire him.
We can’t afford to wait
one more year, in hopes
that something will stick!
Enough is enough!
Sincerely,
Maria L. Scruggs, President,
St.
Petersburg
Branch NAACP # 5130

Omegas at the Relay For Life event
BY GIL E. WILLIAMS
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG Eta Rho Chapter, Omega
Psi Phi Fraternity and an
estimated several hundred
people gathered at Lakewood High School last
month to participate in one
of the largest American
Cancer Society’s fundraising events in south St. Petersburg, the Relay For
Life.

Eta Rho Chapter’s Social Action Committee
Chairman, Brother Javan
Turner and his committee
was able to improve their
set goal by 150 percent.
The event was personal for
several chapter brothers
with the success and healing they experienced in
their recovery from cancer.
Their participation in
the first lap of the event
was most uplifting and a

testimony to the human
spirit. Donation raised
from the event will go towards research as well as
for effort to support survivors and patients in Pinellas County.
Eta Rho Chapter continues to work in partnership
with
many
organizations in the south
St. Petersburg area, serving both adults and children.
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LEGAL NOTICE
CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG
NOTICE OF FUNDS AVAILABILITY
The City of St. Petersburg (“City”) anticipates receiving 2016/2017 funding distributed through and operated under the State Housing Initiatives Partnership (SHIP)
Program an estimated amount of $1,622,936. The City uses SHIP funds to help
homeowners improve their homes, help residents purchase homes, and renters with
upfront costs to secure housing or one-time rent payment to maintain housing. Of
the $1,622,936, 20% or $324,588 is set-aside to assist persons/households with special
needs. For Homeowners, the program includes: rehabilitation assistance, and barrier
free/special needs program (modifications for owners or renters with special needs).
For Homebuyers, the program includes: purchase assistance with down payment
and closing costs. For Renters, the program includes: rental assistance up to
$2,500/household for security deposit, one-time rent payment and utility deposits.
For Developers, the program includes: matching funds for the construction of new
single-family homes to be sold to income eligible first-time homebuyers within the
City’s Southside CRA district. Applications are processed on a first-qualified, firstserved basis with the exception of special needs which receive priority; and program
limits for households over 80% AMI. Applications will be accepted beginning July
1, 2016 until June 1, 2018. Assistance for Homeowners and Homebuyers is available
to households whose maximum income does not exceed 120% Area Median Income
(AMI) and for Renters, does not exceed 80% AMI. Up to ten (10%) percent of the
funding will be used to cover administrative expenses of the City to implement the
SHIP Program.
To take advantage of these opportunities, contact the City of St. Petersburg’s Housing
and Community Development Department at (727) 893-7247 or via email at
Housing@stpete.org; or in person at One 4th Street North, 9th Floor, St. Petersburg,
Florida. For questions regarding the Local Housing Assistance Plan, please contact
Linda Byars at (727) 892-5572.
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Increasing parental engagement

By Pastor Martin Rainey

The Parent Support
for Education Council,
Inc. (PSFEC) recognizes
the contributions of engaged parents and wants
to encourage, support
and celebrate all parents/families and caring
adults.
In an effort to bring attention to parents/families and caring adults and
the challenges they face,
PSFEC has requested
concerned citizens to
share what they have observed.
PSFEC is pleased to
share the following:
Profile in courage:
Determined and triumphant engaged parents (Part 2)
By John Mavros
After
interviewing
Moneshea Harris for the
first part of this story published last week, I spoke
with her husband, Javon.
His account, coupled with
Moneshea’s, is one of
amazing tenacity and victory.
Dad intercedes and
nurtures son
Four years ago, Javon
found that his son, Davon,
couldn’t read or write, so
he started to teach him.
He found Davon was a
“trouble student” in third
grade at Melrose Elementary and was easily dis-









John Mavros

Moneshea Harris

Javon Harris

tracted by other students.
He talked to his son about
the importance of school
and urged him to ignore
the other kids.
If the staff at Melrose
told him that his child was
misbehaving, Javon would
have him read books and
“write paragraph after
paragraph” as punishment.
Just before Christmas
in 2014, Javon and
Moneshea got a big surprise. Melrose asked them
to pick up a new bike their
son had won for “Best
Reader at Melrose.”
Not long after that joyous time, Javon was incarcerated.
This
left
Moneshea to deal with
Davon’s
behavior
at
school. She sat in class
several times a week for a

few months whenever the
school called to say he was
being disruptive. She
helped him calm down, to
develop self-discipline, to
stop going along with the
crowd and to focus on his
lessons in class.
Things seemed to be
going well. By the time
Davon passed the FCAT
(now FSA) portfolios required for third grade, his
father had returned home
from serving six and a half
months in Pinellas County
Jail. Moneshea had finished two years of college
and things were going well
at CVS where she had
worked seven years as
lead pharmacy technician.
During her husband’s incarceration, she was able
to support her five-yearold daughter and nine-

year-old stepson.
Adversity and deliverance
But the unity she cherished with her family was
suddenly threatened by
adversity. Moneshea was
bedridden with a high-risk
pregnancy, had to resign
her job and failed her
classes at St. Petersburg
College due to absenteeism.
Javon found that while
in jail his mom was diagnosed with breast cancer
and had been given three
years to live. He had been
laid off from his job due to
lack of work and couldn’t
pay the fines to restore his
driver’s license. With no
income,
the
couple
couldn’t pay rent and
ended up living intermittently with family, in their























car (before they lost it) or
in motels.
Agency services for
shelter, rental assistance,
food, clothing, etc. was not
available to couples with
families, but they would
not split up. Despite being
homeless, they saw that
Davon went to school regularly and continued to do
well.
By providence, Debbie
Fisher, a case manager for
Pinellas County Sheriff’s
Office, came to their aid.
She issued vouchers for
transportation, food, shelter and clothes to wear on
job interviews. She urged
him to be patient and persistent.
He lost his mother to
breast cancer last August,
but with faith in God and
each other, Javon and
Moneshea have persevered. They’ve rented a
new apartment near Melrose Elementary; she
works fulltime and he’s interviewing for jobs, preferably as a video technician.
While praying for employment, he decided to enroll
back at Hillsborough Community College.
An active member of
Greater Mt. Zion A.M.E.
Church, Moneshea hopes
to get back into SPC soon.
Meanwhile, their two-yearold daughter has a four-









year scholarship to McCabe United Methodist
Church, and after receiving the Junior Turnaround
Student of the Year Award
from the Boys and Girls
Clubs of St. Petersburg
last year, Davon is now is a
straight “A” student in
middle school.
The couple wishes to
give special thanks to Pastor Martin Rainey and
Debbie Fisher for giving
them special encouragement and inspiration to be
tenacious and victorious.
Pastor Rainey is the former pastor of Faith Memorial MB Church, and
currently serves as pastor of
Community Outreach. He
serves as president of the
Parent Support For Education Council, Inc. and
Chairman (former), JWB
South County Community
Council, Co-Chair Council,
Inc., and Chairman, JWB
South County Community
Council, Circuit 6 Faith &
Community Network Steering Committee.
PSFEC meets every
third Thursday of each
month @ 6:30 p.m. at Melrose Elementary School in
the Library, 1752 13th Ave
S, St. Pete.
You can contact Pastor
Rainey
at
education.comm@gmail.co
m or (727) 420-1326.
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Arts exchange
Dear Editor,
I am a Latin dance instructor and have been a
resident of south St. Pete
for 30 years. I have seen
the good and the bad, and
last month I participated in
the best of the good. Like
the Tampa Bay Rays’
sports exchange, I coordinated an arts exchange.
Networking with the Straz
Center for the Performing
Arts’ Patel Conservatory, a
little bit of Havana danced
its way into Tampa.
A dance ensemble
from Cuba called the Havana Compas Dance,
which
means
Havana Beats Dance,
shared their talent with
the more than 25 students
in attendance from the
Artz 4 Life Academy,
Bomba y Plena, Hillsborough County Community
College and Arts Conser-

vatory for Teens.
In awe of our talent
here in Tampa Bay, this
was the first time the
Cuban dancers visited the
States. They didn’t speak a
word of English, but I’m
blessed to be bilingual and
was able to translate.
Like the 400 inner-city
kids they teach for free in
Cuba, this workshop was
also free of charge.
I hope to continue the
friendships created that
day through letters and a
visit to Cuba. I would love
to see a diverse dance studio in St. Pete for children
where they can learn that
dreams can come true
with a little guidance and
knowledge.
I love the arts and the
communities I partnered
with.
Blue Feliu

CONNECT WITH US!

Spotlighting children
for adoption
One Church One Child
of Florida is a faith-based,
501(c) 3 organization, operating statewide in partnership with the Department
of Children and Families
and Local Community
Based Lead Agencies and
their providers in recruitment of adoptive and foster
families and local churches
to partner in supporting
children in foster care and
local families through
Church Watch-Care Ministries.
Over 50 percent of the
children who need a permanent family are minorities. The series continues
featuring children all over
Florida who are waiting in
foster care for a forever loving family to call their own.
May’s child is highlighted
in this article. Continue to
pray for him and consider
making him a part of your
family through adoption or
a part of your church
through Project WatchCare, for support and mentoring.
Marquele
“I like who I am!”
Marquele is a charismatic young man with a big
heart. He loves science and
wants to become a chemical engineer when he
grows up. He has an insatiable curiosity, and once he
latches on to an idea or interest, he’s determined to
follow it through.
Marquele is a good and

loyal friend, and a diehard
Seahawks fan! Although
he’s been through a lot in
his young life, he still has
the simple desire of any
kid: to be special to someone.
He will thrive in a home
with one or two loving, understanding parents and
will do best as the youngest
or only child.
If you are interested in
knowing more about Marquele and other children in
foster care available for adoption, or if you would like to
become a foster parent, mentor, partner or volunteer,
please contact LaKay Fayson,
Recruitment Coordinator for
One Church One Child of
Florida, at (813) 740-0210 or
lakay_fayson@ococfl.org.
The website for One Church
One Child of Florida is
www.ococfl.org.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
20 years of healing
From FAMILY, page 1

Community Services Department with the city.
Looking back
The gap that Ford referred to was the civil unrest that broke out between
the community and the police department on the early
evening of Oct. 24, 1996,
after 18-year-old TyRon
Lewis was shot fatally three
times for not stopping when
the police asked. Riots and
looting ensued as tensions
hit the boiling over St.
Pete’s sixth shooting of
African-American males.
As the community
struggled to come to terms
with the police officer’s acquittal in November of that
same year, many projects
emerged to foster a better
relationship between law
enforcement, and to provide
more job opportunities and
training for young people
south of downtown. One of
those projects would be the

Family Fun Day Festival.
Present day
“It brings together a lot
of social agencies, churches
and other organizations to
disseminate information
about the services they provide,” said Ford.
Greystone Healthcare
Management was one of
several dozen community
service providers on hand
to tell the community about
their organization.
“We’re a long-term
rehab care network facility,”
said Joseph Mingione, regional director of operations, who also mentioned
that they provide healthcare
services.
Mingione was also there
to recruit qualified new talent to join their team. He
said they have nursing positions, certified nursing assistants,
therapists,
housekeeping,
dietary
aides, administrative and

professional positions available.
“We’re looking for talented individuals to join our
team,” he said.
Greystone Healthcare
currently has four facilities
in the Tampa Bay area with
a total of 30 facilities in the
state of Florida. Mingione
said that people interested
in applying for positions can
contact them online at greystonehealthnetwork.com/c
areers, or call (813) 3739555.
For young people who
may be entering the workforce for the first time, the
Youth Un-Leashed Corp.
was at the festival to inform
parents and young adults
on how to get work experience.
Youth Un-Leashed is a
youth-building organization
that provides a positive environment where young
people can pursue on-the-

job-training in a variety of
careers available in the
Tampa Bay area. Youth interested can contact Youth
Un-Leashed Corp. online at
www.YouthsUnleashedTampaBay.com/StudentApplication.
Young and gifted in
the Burg!
Talent flows like water
in St. Pete. Jordan Bolds, a
15-year-old tenor sax player
floated through the notes of
“Ribbon In the Sky” by Stevie Wonder like silk. The
freshman from Northside
Christian School played jawdropping jazz far beyond his
years. Dr. Angela Bolds,
Jordan’s mother, looked on
with love and pride as she
watched him perform two
songs.
Adan Martinez, a viola
player from Gibbs High
School, preceded Bolds on
stage with his steamy version of Al Green’s “Let’s

Stay Together.” Both Bolds
and Martinez represent a
new wave of artistic excellence that is part of the St.
Petersburg legacy of performing artists.
Community and law
enforcement relations
“We need to start with
our youth because the
youth are our future,” said
Major Matthew McKinney,
District 1 Commander with
the St. Petersburg Police
Department (SPPD).
McKinney emphasized
that he wants to see the
community thrive, grow
and be successful just as
much as the residents do.
“We want to work together to develop those relationships within the
community so that when we
need to do something or the
community needs to do
something, we’re there as a
resource and we’re not look
at as an agency in an adver-

sarial position,” he said.
“This is all about customer
service! Although we’re
here to keep the peace, we
also want to look at community quality of life issues.”
Officer Vaughn Murphy
has been with SPPD since
2007 and he believes that a
good relationship with the
community is definitely
within reach if an equal investment is made.
“Like any relationship, it
has to be from both sides,”
said Murphy. “Both sides
have to put in that effort.”
Overall, the dominating
theme for this year’s festival
was services for all, and for
all services are provided.
“The James B. Sanderlin
Center is a jewel because it
offers so many services to
our community,” said Ford.
To
reach
Allen
Buchanan,
email
abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com

AFRICAN AMERICAN GRADUATES OF 1976
WILL HOST CLASS REUNION
The African American Graduates of 1976
will celebrate their 40th Class Reunion, August 12 – 14.
Meet and Greet, August 12th, Celebration of 40 years,
August 13th and Praise and Worship Service, August 14th.
All South Pinellas County high school graduates of 1976 are requested to
register immediately if they have not already done so. An invitation is also
extended to the Classes of 1975 and 1977 to be a part of the celebration.

For additional information, please visit
www.3dsbouncers.net/grad_page_3.html
or contact Dana Barnes at (850) 933-3357,
Peggy Crawford at (727) 259-9975,
Verdell Mondy (727) 420-6486 or
Rosalyn Seals (727) 678-2176
Share the news with your friends and other classmates!
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2016 NT2CA red carpet event
From WOMEN, page 1

In giving the occasion,
Ruth Taylor-Herring said
the NT2CA gives recognition to each of the honorees
for their faith, love, sacrifices and perseverance.
“Their
experiences
have played a pivotal role
in our growth as individuals and our growth in
God,” she said, continuing
that each one of them is an
example of empowerment
for generations of young
women who are following
in their footsteps.
Keynote speaker for the
afternoon was First Lady of
St.
Petersburg
Faith
Church St. Petersburg and
Community Partnership

Specialist with Empath
Health, Karen Davis-Pritchett. She praised the NT2CA
for their volunteer work
with Suncoast Hospice,
which is a member of Empath Health.
Calling volunteerism
one of the most important
elements of Suncoast Hospice, she named a list of
Naomis that volunteer on
the bereavement team,
greeting people at the front
desk, working in the retail
store and organizing the
north county office.
“Being a volunteer is
about having a servant’s
heart; it is understanding
that you have a unique gift

and a purpose that should
be shared with others,”
Davis-Pritchett said.
She gave the example
of Tabitha (in Greek her
name is Dorcas) in Acts
9:36, which states that she
was always doing good and
helping the poor.
Davis-Pritchett said that
the community is in need
of dedicated women to help
the poor, and not just with
financial resources.
“I’m talking about those
that are poor in hope, poor
in encouragement, poor in
purpose,” she explained,
stating that if we collectively use our resources,
time and talents “what an

amazing impact we can
have on our communities.”
She applauded all of the
Naomis for deciding to
serve their families and
communities.
“These women know
that their voice must be
used to encourage that single mother that wants to
give up and feels like she’s
fighting against the world.
These are women that
know that their smiles have
the power to brighten the
day of a child that feels
abandoned. These women
know that they have wisdom from their walk with
God and living the life that
allows them to speak words

of life in dead situations,”
Davis-Pritchett averred.
After the honorees were
crowned with a tiara, a sash
laid upon their shoulders
and given roses, they were
serenaded by Gibbs High
School student Diamond
Hyatt. Bringing tears to the
recipient’s eyes, the newly
crowned Naomis took their
place in history.
Pastor Ellis Hodge of
Word of Life Fellowship
Church praised his wife,
Teralyn
Hodge,
the
founder and president of
NT2CA, for being the force
behind the organization.
Although her voice was
gone, her presence com-

manded the Naomis to
recommit to fulfilling
God’s mandate and purpose for their lives.
The Naomi and Titus 2
Covenant Alliance Ministries is a nonprofit organization involved in various
activities including lending
services
to
displaced
women, mentorships for
adults and youths, character
development programs for
teens, as well as afterschool
support programs for the
youth of St. Petersburg.
For more information
on the organization and upcoming events, check out
their website at ntcaministries.net.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY



Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
CALL FOR

OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

 

 


 




SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com




   





  


Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW
• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate
1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before
you decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Project Felons
From FELONS, page 1

Currently,
Project
Felons is open to everyone, but with expected
growth and increased financial support Johnson
would like to shift the focus
to assist women ex-offenders.
During the start of her
reintegration, Johnson noticed that the resources
provided to her were gender specific and targeted
males.
She believes that females are highly underrepresented in programs
that focus on the successful reentry of returned citizens and that women have
different needs and require
different types of support.
“They need it so very
bad. Women often times
have children to provide
for. If they can’t get jobs or
housing as soon as they return home, how can they
support a family,” said
LaShanna Tyson, a returned citizen and recent
graduate from Seminole
State College.
“Since 2010, the female
jail population has been the
fastest growing correctional population, increasing by an average annual
rate of 3.4 percent,” according to the Bureau of Justice
Statistics (BJS).
But for Johnson and
Tyson, who formed a sister-like friendship during
their simultaneous fight to
reintegrate, no one was
going to tell these women
that they wouldn’t succeed.
“I spent 13 years, I
fought back. I was lucky
that my children weren’t little when I came back [because] I couldn’t get a job;
I couldn’t rent a place” said
Tyson, a local advocate for

Johnson and Desmond Meade at the
National Reentry Program at SPC.
“Ban the Box,” an international campaign that encourages employers to
remove the check box
that asks if applicants have
a criminal record on job
applications.
“I would advise everyone to take advantage of
all the resources that are
available,” said Tyson. “If
you can’t get a regular job,
think about starting your
own business, it costs $70
to start a business. Take
what you love and turn it
into the job you want. Do
not give in; do not do anything to get yourself sent
back.”
According to BJS, the
longer released prisoners
go without being arrested,
the less likely they will be
arrested at all. “For example, 43 percent of released
prisoners were arrested
within one year of release,
compared
to
13
percent...who were arrested in the fifth year after
release.”
“Just because you’ve
made a mistake doesn’t
mean you can’t change,”
said Johnson.
For more details, Project Felons can be found on

LaShanna Tyson
Facebook at ProjectFelonsHelpingPinellas.
For employers and organizations who are willing
and able to hire and provide resources to former
offenders, they can sign up
at http://www.jfbpromiseinc.org/projectfelons.html.
Laura Mulrooney is a
reporter in the Neighborhood News Bureau at the
University of South Florida
St. Petersburg.
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The 13th Annual Walker’s Rising
Stars Scholarship Competition
ST. PETERSBURG –
After an amazing display of
talent, The Pinellas Education Foundation is proud
to announce the winners
in The 13th Annual
Walker’s Rising Stars
Scholarship
Competition, presented by Bill Edwards Presents, Inc. and
sponsored by Kane’s Furniture and Crown Automotive Group.
The event was attended by an estimated
700-member audience at
Mahaffey Theater on
Monday, May 9 and had
approximately 4,500 virtual fans through its “Fan
Favorite” online voting on
Facebook. Approximately
$60,000 in scholarships
and prizes was given by
the Pinellas Education
Foundation.
The Ryan Wells Foundation provided scholarships for the three finalists
in the Culinary Arts category.
Culinar y Arts:
1st place and a $1,500
scholarship: Nathan Lambert, Senior, Northeast
High School
2nd place and a $1,000
scholarship:
Triston
Giron, Senior, Tarpon
Springs High School
3rd place and a $500
scholarship: Atila WrightIsguzar, Senior Tarpon
Springs High School
First place winners in
the other arts categories
each received a $5,000
scholarship. They were:
Dance:
Shawn
Cusseaux, Senior, Gibbs
High School
Instrumental: Kendric
McCallister, Junior, Gibbs
High School

Theater:
Jermaine
Robinson, Jr., Senior,
Gibbs High School
Visual Art: Moses
Jeune, Senior, Gibbs High
School
Vocal Music: Brianna
Fallahee, Junior, Dunedin
High School
The overall Fan Favorite winner was Tucker
DeGregory, a senior from
St. Petersburg High. As
the Fan Favorite, Tucker
received a MacBook Pro
Laptop and a $250 Apple
Gift Card.
The other scholarships
in each category are as follows:
Dance:
2nd place and a $3,000
scholarship:
Lindsey
Wedgeworth,
Senior,
Osceola High School
3rd place and a $2,000
scholarship: Nicole Robinson, Junior, Gibbs High
School
4th place and a $1,000
scholarship: Dominique
Sterling, Senior, Tarpon
Spring High School
Instrumental:
2nd place and a $3,000
scholarship:
Brandon
Jones, Senior, Tarpon
Springs High School
3rd place and a $2,000
scholarship: Trace Zacur,
Senior, Seminole High
School
4th place and a $1,000
scholarship:
Jonathan
O’Brien, Junior, Gibbs
High School
Theater:
2nd place and a $3,000
scholarship: Lauren Crandall, Senior, Gibbs High
School
3rd place and a $2,000
scholarship: Tucker Degregory, Senior, St. Peters-

burg High School
4th place and a
$1,000
scholarship:
Amirah Rivers, Senior,
Dunedin High School
Visual Art:
2nd place and a
$3,000
scholarship:
Zachary Endicott, Senior, Gibbs High School
3rd place and a
$2,000
scholarship:
Sophia Ward, Senior,
Clearwater High School
4th place and a
$1,000 scholarship: Jennifer Stott, Senior, Osceola High School
Vocal:
2nd place and a
$3,000 scholarship: Diamond Hyatt, Senior,
Gibbs High School
3rd place and a
$2,000
scholarship:
Blake Lafita, Senior,
Palm Harbor High
School
4th place and a
$1,000 scholarship: Kiki
Washington,
Junior,
Gibbs High School
The event also featured
the
Tarpon
Springs High Jazz Ensemble throughout the
show.
More than 200 juniors and seniors from
Pinellas County Schools
applied to compete in
the
seven-month
process of auditions and
adjudication.
About The Pinellas
Education Foundation
The Pinellas Education
Foundation is an independent, non-governmental
not-for-profit
established in 1986. The
Foundation’s mission is to
enhance and improve educational opportunities in

WHAT: Building Lives in the Community Forum
WHEN: Sunday, May 15 at 3:30 p.m.
WHERE: St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, 1301 37th St. S.
TOPIC: How to handle yourself when stopped by the police; Crime School behavior
PANEL DISCUSSION: Lewis Stephens, executive director I Support Youth; Hope
Crews, Retired Major with SPPD; Stacey Lodge-Hawkins, PCUL and Mike Hawkins, Retire Detective with SPPD. Moderated by retired Assistant Police Chief Cedric Gordon.
INFORMATION AND RESOURCES WILL BE AVAILABLE
Sponsored by St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church’s Brotherhood Ministry






“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”



  


 










 
 










 



Pinellas County Schools.
Well known Pinellas Education Foundation programs
include:
Academies of Pinellas, Enterprise Village, Finance
Park, Take Stock in Children Scholarships, Youth
Connect and Teacher
Classroom Grants
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family







  



 




  

  

 




  



 
 

    
  
   
  
    






Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.
  




Victory Christian Center Church














Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.


 

 




 
  

  




 

 

      
  
  








 
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
   
10:30 a.m.
  

 

 





Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.








 


  
  
 
  
  
 
   

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 





BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.


Pastoral Banquet
Please come and join us as we continue
celebrating Pastor Clark and Lady Debbie Hazley
10th pastoral anniversary.
When: Saturday, May 14, 2016
Where: Hospice, 3050 1st Ave. S, St. Pete
Time: 5pm- 9pm • Price: $30.00
All tickets are purchased in advance; \
no tickets will be sold at the door.
This is a formal affair.
To purchase tickets contact:
Karla Williams 727-342-2853
Raymond Hicks 727-768-4899
or Denise Murray 727-517-6060


Contact: 727-896-2922
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
 

 
 
 




Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



YOUR Church Ad
Should Be HERE!
Contact:
727-896-2922

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

CHURCH NEWS
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church

Friendship MBC
INVITATION SUNDAY AT
THE SHIP - The Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church,
which is often referred to as
“THE SHIP”, will hold their regular Worship Sunday Services
at 7:45 am, 10:45 am and Sunday
Church School at 9:30 am.
“WEDNESDAY IN THE
WORD” NOON DAY FROM
12:00 NOON UNTIL 1:00 PM
(THE BEST ONE HOUR OF
YOUR DAY) AND “PRAYER &
WEDNESDAY
IN
THE
WORD”
ALONG
WITH
“YOUTH ENRICHMENT” AT
7 PM – THE COMMUNITY IS
WELCOMED TO JOIN US -YOU DON'T WANT TO MISS
ANY OF OUR “WEDNESDAY
IN THE WORD” STUDIES IN
GOD'S WORD. The public is
welcome to attend Sunday Services anytime – you will find that
all services place great emphasis on our Savior Jesus Christ
and His loving atonement for all
mankind. The Pastor, Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., Official Family and
the entire Church Family extend to you a cordial invitation to
join “THE SHIP” in fellowship.
Continue
88th CHURCH ANNIVERSARY – JUNE 5-12
MAY AT A GLANCE
Sun., May 15 at 5 pm - Pastor to Meet with ALL Ministry
Leaders of Friendship, matter of
GREAT importance.
Mon., May 16 at 7 pm - 88th
Church Anniversary Planning
Committee Meeting, All members of Friendship are invited to
be a part of this Committee.
WEST COAST NEWS:
Sat., May 28 – South End 5th Sunday Work Shop, held at
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church, 3455 26th
Ave. S., St. Petersburg, Host
Pastor Rickey L. Houston and
the Facilitator – Bishop Errol

Thompson – Subject: “Growing
Your Church from the Out Side”
per Acts 2:38-47.
CALLING ALL WEST
COAST CHURCHES USHERS
AND HOSPITALITY MINISTRIES TO BECOME NATIONAL
CONGRESS
VOLUNTEERS!
CALLING
ALL
CHURCHES, many hands
make a lite work, would YOU
like to be a VOLUNTEER for
the National Baptist Congress of
Christian Education, coming to
Tampa, Fla., June 19-24, we
need, Ushers, Nurses, Choir
Members, Hospitality, Greeters
and Drivers, all West Coast
Churches SHOULD HAVE the
Volunteers Form, but if Your
Church does not have that information, Contact Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church,
3300 31st Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712, or call us at
(727) 906-8300, provide your Email address or come by the
Church and pickup a copy.
NATIONAL
BAPTIST
CONGRESS OF CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION NEWS:
National Baptist Congress
Convention Choir Rehearsal
Schedule: Monday, May 16 at 7
pm – Friendship MBC, 3300
31st St. S, St. Petersburg, FL
33712, THIS CHOIR IS
OPENED
TO
ALL
CHURCHES IN THE TAMPA
BAY AREA.
THE FOLLOWING TICKETS ARE ON SALE FOR THE
NATIONAL BAPTIST CONGRESS: Monday, June 20 at 7
pm at the WELCOME TO
TAMPA MUSICAL CONCERT, Tampa Convention Center, The Musical featuring
JOHN P. KEYS & NEW LIFE,
AND KIERRA (KIKI) SHEARD
and the 500 Convention Voice
Choir – Get Your Tickets Now

At
NBCUSATAMPAMUSICAL2016.EVENTBRITE.COM.
MONDAY, JUNE 20, 2016
AT 9:45 PM – LATE NIGHT
SERVICE – DR. JOHN A.
EVANS, SR.
Wednesday, June 22, 2016
at 6:00 pm - THE PRESIDENT'S
EDUCATION BANQUET held
at The Tampa Marriott Waterside Hotel and Marina, The
Florida Ballroom,700 South
Florida Avenue, Tampa, Florida
33602 – All Checks & Money
Orders are to be Payable to:
Central Florida Fellowship:
Please go to the NBCUSA, Inc.
Website, FOR TICKET INFORMATION AND BANQUET
TICKET FORM.
COMMIT TO MEMORY
FRIENDSHIP:
“WHERE
THERE IS A TEMPLE, THERE
IS A NEED, AND WHERE
THERE IS A NEED THERE IS
PROVISION, AND WHERE
THERE IS PROVISION,
THERE IS GOD, WHO PROMISED TO SUPPLY ALL OF
OUR NEEDS, ACCORDING
TO HIS RICHES IN GLORY.
“THE SHIP” won't sail without YOU! For additional information on any of the
announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church 3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
Church Office: (727) 906-8300 E-Mail: fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”:
Visit Our Website:
www.fmbctheship.net Visit Our
FACEBOOK PAGE Visit West
Coast Baptist District Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 9068300 – MONDAY – FRI. FROM
9 AM - 3 PM.

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its
central core, the belief that
we are a haven of hope, help,
and healing for a lost world
hungry and thirsty for the
word of God. At St. Mark, we
as a body of believers are
Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for the awesome gift of
His son, Jesus Christ.
Events for May
May 15 - Brotherhood
Ministry of St. Mark Presents: Building Lives in our
Community Forum-3:30 p.m.
at St. Mark. The public is welcome to attend.

May 22 - Right Hand of
Fellowship for Members new
to St. Mark after 10:45 a.m.
service
May 22 - Church Anniversary Pre-Celebration: Tea and
Fashion Show 4 p.m. at St
Mark
May 23 - PIZZA MinistryScavenger Hunt: Doors open
at 5:30 p.m., Musical Moments @ 6 p.m., The Hunt
promptly @ 6:30 p.m. All Children ages 4-18 are welcome
to attend.
May 25-27 - Congress # 2
with St. Mark as the host
church
May 29 - Mission Emphasis Day and Operation Love
May 30 - Memorial DayChurch Office Closed
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry

(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out to
study the Bible with us, and
learn “What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening: 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

Bethel
Metropolitan
Baptist Church, “God’s
House to the City”, under
the leadership of Dr. Rickey
L. Houston extends an invitation to the community to join
us as we declare the living
Word of God. Join us at 9 am
for Sunday School as well as
10:15 am worship service.
Bible study and Teen Summit/Children Rising are held
on Wednesday at 7 pm.
We cultivate the fullest
spiritual life possible individually and corporately; and
we communicate God’s truth
at every opportunity, building a stronger congregation

and community to the glory
of God. Living out these principles results in a kaleidoscope of ministries for all
ages and interests. We also
encourage the community to
make use of our Prayer Line
(727) 321-9645.
Bethel
Metropolitan
Baptist Church Presents:
Community Love Fest. FoodFun- Music and Giveaways.
May 14 from 10 am - 4 pm.
Contact (727) 327-0554 for
more information.
1
Corinthians 13:13- And now
these three remain: faith,
hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

The Scholarship Ministry is sponsoring it’s annual Elizabeth Howard
Scholarship Banquet on Sat.,
May 21, at 6 pm. The theme
“Teach Them, Train Them,
Send Them” Matthew 28:1920. The patronage of this
event assists in providing
scholarships to our graduates. Tickets are now available; for ticket information
please call (727) 327-0554.
Telephone: (727) 3270554 Fax: (727) 327-0240
Email: bchurch5@tamp a b a y . r r . c o m
Website:www.bmmbc.org

First Mt. Zion
First Mt. Zion extends an
invitation to our families and
friends to an appreciation benefit program for Reverend Walter and Missionary Cynthia Jenkins. This
event will be held on Sunday,
May 15, 2016 at 4:00 pm.

The occasion is to honor and the Trinity CME
Reverend Jenkins as we ask Church congregation of
God’s blessings for contin- Tampa, FL will be in charge
ued healing and Sister Jenk- of the service.
ins as well for their many
First Mt. Zion is located
years of dedicated service to at 1121 22nd Street South.
the church family.
Reverend Wallace Elliott, Sr.
Pastor Anthony Thomas is pastor.

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

I AM Liberty
Scripture – “Now the Lord
is that Spirit: and where the
Spirit of the Lord is, there is
liberty (II Corinthians 3:17).”
Denial – “I AM not bound
by any person, substance or
activity.”
Affirmation – “I AM free
to be me.”
Liberty is the freedom to
be who God has called me to
be. Liberty is the freedom to
say what God has called me to
say. Liberty is the freedom to
go where God has called me
to go. Liberty is the freedom
to do what God has called me
to do.
Jesus, our Wayshower,
was not bound by the nails in
his hands or the nails in his
feet. Although he was being

crucified and the subject of
public humiliation and scorn,
he was free. I AM is what
made Jesus free during the
most challenging experience
of his life and ministry.
Jesus was not on the cross
alone. He was in the middle of
two men who had a challenge
with theft. They both were
guilty of the crime that they
had been accused and they
were receiving the legal consequences for their actions.
Despite the fact that he was innocent, Jesus was exactly
where he was supposed to be.
He was being who he was, a
liberator, and doing exactly
what he was called to do, setting people free from guilt,
shame and condemnation.

Jesus was on the cross to
awaken the consciousness of
the men who were there with
him to the I AM. Through the
I AM, he was giving each of
them an opportunity to be
free. “Today, you will be with
me in paradise (One accepted
the liberty that was his all the
time and the other rejected it.
Understanding the I AM,
keeps us free from the
bondage to external circumstances so that we can always
live in paradise and present
others with this same opportunity to be free.
Reflection Question – Describe a time in your life where
you felt bound and how you
became free.

12

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, MAY 12, 2016

COMMUNITY NEWS
Mother’s Day celebration at
Friendship
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Laymen’s Ministry
of Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church honored
their women last Saturday, May 7 by putting on
a special Mother’s Day
program.

Complete with a
three-course
dinner,
music by the male choir
led by Brother Eland Wilson and speaker Deacon
Lento Jenkins, Jr., the afternoon was filled with
the Word of God, delicious food, fellowship, delicious food, prizes,
delicious food and did I

mention delicious food.
Now in its third year,
the Laymen’s Ministry
prepared and served the
mothers and mothers-tobe all afternoon. The
Upper Room was packed
with more than 100
women as Deacon Johnnie Douglas presided
over the program.

Karate and ministry
BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer

CLEARWATER — Rev.
Dr. Bryant Keith Harrell Sr.
is a minister who also holds
a 9th degree red belt in
Japanese and Korean
karate. An enthusiast of this
centuries old martial arts
form since the age of five, he
has taken his years of experience and knowledge to develop programs that not only
teaches
the moves and
punches, but also incorporates a philosophy of positive thinking and healthy
living.
Presently, he is a sensei
(master instructor) at High
Point Neighborhood Family
Center, 5812 150th Ave. N in
Clearwater. Called the High
Point Pouncers, there are 60
children ranging in age from
5-12. They are taught katas,
which is a Japanese word
describing detailed patterns
of movements practiced solo
or in pairs, hand and eye coordination and self-control.
“It’s also about character
building, self-worth and
community appreciation,”
Harrell said. “It’s bigger
than kicking and punching.”
He is a mentor to the
kids emphasizing that
schoolwork comes first,
even reviewing their report
cards. He uses part of their
practice sessions to include
the study of the body structure, organs, introductions
to different cultures and
even conversational Japanese and Korean.
At age 12, Harrell received a black belt in Hapkido from Grandmaster
Joseph Harrell. At age 21,
Harrell
became
the
youngest master in The
Jade Dragons, a worldwide
organization. In 1996 he became a Senior Master Obi
8th dan in Japanese Zen Nippon Karate Do. He received
senior master rank from
Grand Master Peter Pernagani and Sifu Karen Schalacter in Sun Moon Fist kung
fu.
Harrell graduated from
Liberty Baptist Bible College in Statesville, N.C., and
then obtained his doctorate
from the Shinja University in
Sarasota for Martial Arts
Sciences, along with a promotion to 9th degree black
belt.
A former U.S. Naval Spe-

cial Force member of November Company, an antiterrorist group based in
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, in
1988 he formed and trained
the first and only Navalsponsored martial arts team
in sports karate, the USS
Kitty Hawk Fighting Team.
He was the team president
and founder of the World
Hapkido Alliance and the
US Military Combative
Order.
He’s now the pastor and
founder of Fists of Faith
Ministries, which has an
outreach ministry called the
Worship Warriors that
reaches out to the youth of
the community. For his
work in the community, he
was awarded the Pinellas
County Sheriff Department
Community Award and was
inducted into the World
Christian Martial Arts Hall
of Fame, in recognition for
his dedication to the youth.
It’s been a long road to
becoming a 9th degree red
belt and Harrell credits
three people for paving the
way. His uncle Joe, who is a
Vietnam vet and his first
sensei, introduced him to
the sport. Karen Schalacter
for encouraging him to continue to be the best teacher
and student and to never

give up and head dean and
founder of Shinja University
Dr. John Enge, who he credits for “pulling the gift out of
him” and for helping to get
him established.
The one person who has
been by his side for more
than 25 years is his wife
Leotte-Keiva. They are both
ministers at The Worship
Center in Pinellas Park,
under Apostle Dan Bolin.
“She encourages me to
do what I love to do,” he
said.
Leotte-Keiva has a 2nd
degree black belt in karate
and is the director and senior instructor of the Women
and Self Preservation karate
Program (W.A.S.P.). This
busy lady is a full-time pre-k
teacher,
professional
singer/actor and is proud of
the work her husband does
with the kids.
“I can see the change in
their self-esteem and selfworth,” she stated.
“God gives each of us a
talent,” Harrell stated. “It’s
not where you are, but
where you’re going and how
you handle yourself when
you get there.”
Each class is ended with
positive affirmations: “I am a
champion. I am a winner.”

